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HEN the enſuing diſcourſe 

was delivered from the pul- 

pit, I had no intention to make it 

farther public; but as the proper di- 

vinity of Chriſt has been by one and 

another of late ſtruck at, 1 thought I 

ſhould att in character, as a pro- 

feſſed ſervant of hig to ſay ſome- 
thing in vindication Wereof, 

It is my opinion, that every man 
has a right to judge for himſelf in 
matters of religion; which liberty, I 
hope, will be granted to me. And 


I think myſelf happy, that whilſt I 


cannot fall in with the ſentiments of 
ſome gentlemen, I can admire thoſe 
amiable virtues which adorn their 
moral characters. 


. Tewkeſbury, Nov. 18, J. H. 
. 1772. p 
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- , PurLieelans iii. 8. firſt part. 


Yea doubileſs, and 1 count oll things. In loſs, for 
eee of the dale, of Crit Joſs 
m Lord. gt) Suge e 


1 


HE knowledge of Chriſt is the moſt pro- 
1 found, the moſt comfortable, and neceſ- 
ſary knowledge in the world. It is the prime 
attainment, and engages the ſtricteſt enquiries. 
of the angels in heaven: they pry into the 
myſteries of the incarnate God, and cannot 
look upon themſelves as compleatly bleſſed, 
without an acquaintance with the crucified 
855 and the adorable method of ſalvation 
eie "4 ite ee 
The old teſtament ſaints moſt earneſtiy 
prayed, and diligently ſearched to know Chxiſt; 
and the heart of St. Paul was ſo fixed on this 
delightful ſubject, that he determined tu pour 
contempt on every ſcience, when compared 
with the knowledge of Chriſt. You may ſee 
in this chapter, how fully bleſſed Paul gave 
his heart to- Chriſt, and caſt every thing away 
which ſtood betwixt him and his ſoul. He had 
enumerated many things, which were looked 
upon as great advantages by ſome, and what 
he once FA eſteemed himſelf, but now the feales 
had dropped from his eyes, and he became 
capable of viewing things in their true light, 
he conſidered them as loſs for Chriſt. They 
: Ae 12 Pre- 
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prejudiced his mind againſt looking for ſalva- 
tion alone by Chriſt Jeſus.--- Thoſe things 
which the goa conſidered as their peculiar 
privileges, kept them from embracing Chriſt, 
and the righteouſneſs. which is by faith; while 
the Gentiles, who were looked upon as miſe- 
rable for want of theſe "fancied advantages, 
_ cloſed in the more readily with him, becauſe 
they were without them.* „ low ot 
In my text, the apoſtle with an holy eleva- 
tion nd fervour of foul, expreſſes his reſolu- 
tion to cleave ſolely to Chriſt, and the dottrine 
of ſalvation by him. Tea doubtleſs, I have no 
heſitation, you may depend upon it, that 4 
count, upon a deliberate and juſt calculation, 
all thangs, Jewiſh privileges, and all earthly 
advantages; my Chriſtian attainments, and 
evangelical obedience ;. my gaining ſouls to 
| Cheiſt, and ſuffering for his cauſe ; bus lofs. ' I 
expect not to be jullified by theſe things; they 
are of no value in my eſteem, in regard to 
my acceptance with God; they are of no 
worth, but loſs, when compared with the ex- 
cellency of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my 
Lord; or, an experimental acquaintance with 
the glories of his perſon, the nature and uſe 
of his offices, and the admirable ſweetneſs of 
thoſe benefits which are derived to all true be- 
lievers, from the wonderful conſtitution of his 
perſon, and the gracious characters he is pleaſed 
to ſuſtain, in order effectually to ſecure the 
inexpreſſible bleſſings appointed for the heirs 
of ſalvation. an e 
What I intend to ſay further on theſe 
words, will be in the following method. 
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VM.,jtt. xxi. 31. Rom. ix. go, 31, 32. 
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I. I would give a view! of ſome! things re- 
lating to Chriſt, which every Chriſtian ſhould 
endeayGur to be acquainted WI. 

II. Point out the ſaying knowledge of 
Chriſt; which is knowledge, attended with a 
ſpecial appropriation of Chriſt to the ſoul- 
Chrift Jeſub, Ta che pelle bpiBerR.> Auen 

III. Shew the ſuperior excelleneies of the 
knowledge of Chriſt. And then conelude 

with a few inference s.. 
I. 1 would give à view of fome things re- 
lating to Chriſt, which every Chriſtian ſhould 
endeavour to be acquainted with 

Lon there are hidden my ſteries of Chriſt; 
which we have no call to enquire into; they 
lie infinitely beyond our utmoſt penetration, 
and are known onhy to Deity: WMoſe chin j 


cur 1QU$--an enquiry: into things relating to 
Chriſt, might juſthj receive the ſame, check 


„ e N him, 
Judges xiiiwnas, * 
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bim, who is over all bleſſed for ever; I rea- 


dily own my entire incapacity to know how 
this can be; yet I cannot ſuffer myſelf to diſ- 
believe it on that account, becauſe there are 
many of the works of God which no man was 
ever fully acquainted with. And if there are 
multitudes of inſcrutable ſecrets in the natural 
world, cettainly the author of theſe muſt be 
impenetrably. myſterious. in his nature and eſ- 
ſence. And as it would be inexcuſable folly, 


for a man to deny e e thoſe things 


which he cannot comprebend/ amongſt the pro. 
ductions of divine power; one would think the 
human mind loſt almoſt in inſanity, when it 
will believe nothing of God, but what is plain 
to reaſon. But a man may ſay, I know by 
my ſenſes, that many things have an exiſtence 
which Jam unable to account ſor; but Ican- 
not by the ſame evidence be convinced that 


ſupreme divinity belongs to the perſon of 


Chriſt, But if the old and neu teſtament are 
admitted to be the genuine offspring of hea- 


ven, which they have been proved to be by 


many wile and earned men, it is equally cer 


tain, though we cannot explain how it is, that 


Jeſus, who as concerning the fleſh! came of 
the fathers, is alſo God over all bleſſed for 
tene £ 14 and as 

The inviſible things of Chriſt from the foun- 
dation of the world, ate glearhy ſeen, being 
underſtood: by the things that are made, even 
his eternal power and Godhead. We are aſ- 
ſured by the evangeliſt John, and the apoſtle 
Faul, That all things were made by him, and 


19 1 
made * : That by him were all things creuled, that 
are in heaven, and that are in tarth, viſible and 
mnoifuble, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or 
principalities, or powers, all things were created: by 
him and for him. From hence it is evident 
that the creation, viſible and inviſible to us, 
plainly declares that ſupreme Deity belongs to 
yon for he that built all things muſt he God 

y nature. If without him was not any thing 
made that was made, he made himfelf, if he 
was a creature, which is impoſſible. 

It is evident from ſcripture, that Chriſt is 
called God, the mighty God; Jehovah, and 
the Al:nighty:; the ſeveral. incommunicadble 
attributes of Deity are afcribed to him, in as 
ſublime a manner as they are to the Father. 
He holds together the frame of nature; by 
dim all things conſiſt , and de ditefts the 
wheels of providence. He vi by his own 
power raiſe the dead; judge all accountable 
creatures, and fix them in their eternal abodes 
of happineſs and miſer 7. 8 

More abundam proof might be given of 
the Deity of Chriſt, from the ſacred oracles, 
but I ſhall only mention two paſſages, one out 
of each teſtament, which giving clear proof 

in the cauſe I am 3 t ſhall produce no 
more evidence here. In Iſaiab we aretold; 
that in the year king Uzziah died, Ifaiah faw 
the Lord fitting upon a throne; high and lifted 
apy, whom the feraphim I call Jehovah, as 
does alſo Iſaiah 1; which glorious perſon * 
ſent him with-a meſſage to the Jews: Hear ye 

RO 71 B - iss 


| * Johni g. Col. i. 27. 


[ wo ] 
indeed, but underſtand not, &c. This very 
paſſage is moſt certainly applied to our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt by the evangeliſt John “; Theſe 
things ſaid Efaias, when he ſaw his glory and 
ſpake of him. A teſtimony in any affair 
which concerns our fellow creatures, as plain 
as this, would ſurely be admitted; why ſhould 
it not then be received as full proof of the 
proper Divinity of our adorable Lord Jeſus ? 
The other clear and faithful witneſs to main- 
tain the unhmited dignity of Chriſt, we have 
in Coloſſians Z, In him dwelleth all the fulneſs 
of the Godhead bodily. In him, that is, 
Chriſt, dwelleth ||, perpetually -refides. The 
Godhead, not the reſemblance of God, com- 
municated to him in any gifts which might 
make him the ſhadow of Deity, but the real 
Godhead.. And that his Divinity might be 
indiſputably maintained, we are affured, that 
all the fulneſs of the Godhead dwells in him 
- bodily, that is, every incomprehenſible per- 
fettion of the divine nature. I doubt not but 
the higheit created intelligence is incapable of 
explaining what is here clearly revealed by 
the Spirit of God: But if there was not a plu - 
rality of equal perſons in the undivided eſſence 
of God, or ſome kind of plurality or other, 
it is amazing that Moſes, whoſe manifeſt de- 
| was to extirpate the polytheiſm of the 
heathen, ſhould uſe the plural word Elohim, 
according to Dr. Gill, near five hundred times 
in his five books. „ $2 1 901 
I would now proceed to ſhew, that Chriſt 
was really man. As ſome aſſert that he is 
only the ſhadow of a God, or a God by of- 
. 
John xii. 39, 40, 41. f Col. ii. 9. ver. 8. 
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fice ; ſo ſome in the more early days of Chriſ- 

tianity ſuppoſed, he was not truly man, but the 
reſemblance of a man, made in the likeneſs of 
man, but not really a man. e 

I know of none now, who deny that Chriſt 

was a real partaker of the human nature. We 
are expreſsly told, that he is the ſon of Abra- 
ham, and the ſon of David. That he was 
made of a woman, partook of fleſh and blood, 

which had all the properties and ſenſations 
which are effential to a human body. And 
he had alſo a human foul, which was certain 
from its operations, affections, and expiration 
on the crols. | | 1 

The two natures in Chriſt; I mean the di- 

vine and human, were united and became 
one perſon. Here I am led to treat of the 
incarnation of God, which is difficult to un- 
derſtand, and perilous to diſbelieve. This 
amazing conjunction, doubtleſs; is not impoſ- 
ſible. The ten, goodneſs may communi- 
cate itſelf, in the neareſt degree of union, to 
the rational nature. Can any prove it impoſi- 
ſible? I believe they cannot, however inex- 
plicable it may be by the moſt capacious 
finite mind. The unerring word of truth in- 
forms us, that it is a real caſe, that the Word 
Was made fleſh, and dwelt among us. He 
was joined to, or took into the Arifteſt union 
with himſelf, a perfect human foul, and a pure 
body, formed by the power of the Higheſt in 
the womb of the virgin Mary. This wonder- 
ful perſon is truly called Immanuel, or God 
with us. One nature is derived from the fa- 
thers, the other in the ſame perſon is God 
over all bleſſed for ever“. | 


Rom. ix. 5. 
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He who is the very brightneſs of his Father's 
glory, and the expreſs image of his perſon, 
and being omnipotent, upholds all things by 
the word of his power, in the very ſame per- 
ſon put away fin by the ſacrifice of himſelf “. 
The two natures in our adorable Mediator, 
though they conſtitute one perſon, yet they 
are not blended ar confaunded. Each nature 
retains its own eſſential properties diſtintt. 
The human nature gives a kind of relation to 
the divine, which it had not before the union 
commenced, and the divine exalts the hu- 
man to a vaſt degree of eminence and dignity; 
it becomes its peculiar ſupport, . and which 
where it reſides, may be faintly reſembled 'by 
the abode of the Shekinah, or manifeſtation of 
the: preſence and glory of God in the holy of 
haliesy. . e 
The two natures in aur exalted Mediator, 
are ſo far from being compounded or mixed, 
that a perpetual line of diſtinction hes between 
them, He had certainly two underſtandings, 
one amniſcient, by which he knew all things, 
and another limited, whereby in fome reſpetis 
he was on a level with other intelligent erea - 
tyres T. He had two wills, one that proved 
him to be the Lord God omnipotent f, and 
another which diſcovered- ſinleſa frailty **, 
Net as I will, hut as thou wall. METAR 
This union which I have been treating of, 
is not a matter of mere ſpeculation, but abſo. 


* Heb. i. 3. 5 | 
$ Though the divine perſections, by reaſon of the 
union of the two natures, evidently appeared in the 
man Chriſt Jeſus, yet certainly his divine nature was not 
circumſcribed by the human, John iii. 1g. 
| John xxi. 17, I Mark xii. g2- 
7 Luke v. 15. John v.21. ** Matt, xxvi. 39. 
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lutely neceſſary, ſo far as I know, to re 
the redemption and ſalvation of finful men; 
for hereby an infinite value attended the obe- 
dience and ſufferings of Chriſt. The one an- 
ſwered all the demands of the law, and the 
other procured à righteouſneſs every way fit 
to recommend a true penitent to God. Now 
he can be juſt, while he juſtifies the true be- 
| hever, and faithful to his moſt dreadful threats 
of vengeance, while he beſtows grace and 
glory upon the moſt guilty ſinners. if 
Having faid a few things relating to the per- 
fon of Chriſt,” I proceed to give a brief view 
of his offices, as prophet, prieſt, and king; 
in the execution of which he effectually obtains 
eternal redemption for his people. | 

It is evident that fin has thrown a veil over 
the human . underſtanding; fo that it cannot 
ſee ſpiritual things in their native beauty and 
luſtre. We are told in Corinthians “, that 
the natural man diſcerneth not the things of 
the Spirit of God, and that he cannot know 
them, becauſe they are fpiritually diſcerned. 
Saving knowledge lies beyond the haman ca- 
pacity, without divine inſtruttion. Therefore 
that all men might not perifh for lack of 
knowledge, Chriſt became a prophet, and 
teaches men thoſe things whereby, if they are 
enabled to attend to them, they may be ſaved\. 
This great prophet is abundantly qualified for 
his office, for in him are hid all the treaſures 
of wiſdom and Oye | ; and he is the 
only one that is qualified, for it is faid, Neither 
43H En nne knoweth 


* 1 Cor, ii. 8 11 8 Ads iii. 22. Heb. ii. 2. Luke 
XXIV. 43. . Cel. i f og £7 
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— any man the Father, ſave the Son, and 
he to whomſoever the Son will reveal him. 
The condition of fallen man made it high- 
ly neceſſary that the gracious Mediator 
ſhould become a prieſt, that he might make 
an atonement for him ; for when we conſider 
the nature of fin, the faithfulneſs of God to 
his word, and his infinite wiſdom whereby he 
governs the intellectual world, it is not rea- 
onable to ſuppoſe, that he would paſs by ſin, 
without ſatisfattion made to his inflexible juſ- 
tice. A government without laws, or any 
penalty annexed, or which does not regard 
the execution of that penalty, would be un- 
worthy. of man, much more of God, whoſe 
underſtanding and righteouſneſs are without 
bounds or limitation. Sinful man muſt ſuffer 
then, or have one to ſuffer in his room. 
This Jeſus has done in the execution of his 
prieſtly offices. 
And as the prieſts under the Moſaic diſpen- 
fation made interceſſion for thoſe they offered 
. facrifices for, ſo Chriſt ever lives to make in- 
torceſſion for his people. This he does by 
reſenting himſelf before the Lord as their 
Fiend and advocate I, and was typified by the 
high prieft when he went into the holy of ho- 
lies, bearing. on his breaſt and ſhoulders the 
names of the twelve tribes of Iſrael ||. ]. 
This interceſſory work is farther carried on 
by his ſtanding before God, as a Lamb' that 
had been lain, and exhibiting his blood and 
all his ſufferings in behalf of miſerable ſinners, 
ruined and undone in and of themſelves. 
Some 


* Heb. vii. 12, 19, 1 Heb. 1x. 2 
|| Exod, 515 8851 28, 885 9 
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Some ape that he makes an oral mterkęf 
ſion in heaven as he did on earth; and this 
their opinion is erer by” Zech. i. 17 
1 
0 gracious interceſſor, vides; pre- 
ſents the prayers of the ſaints to his Father, 
and renders them acceptable by the feet in- 
cenſe of his molt acceptable mediation. And 
there was given unto him much incenſe, that 
he ſhould offer it, with the prayers of all ſaints, 
upon the golden altar which was bee the 
thrane .. 293 1: 
I am next to treat of the lng heb of 
Chriſt. ' He is King of kings and Lord of 
lords; he fits as king on his holy hill of Zion. 
He is king of all the earth, and direQs; over- 
rules, and diſpoſes of all things in the world 
in a gracious ſubordination to the good of all 
his faithful followers. As ſovereign comptrol- 
ler of the wills of men, he gives us ſafety 
amidſt our moſt malignant adverſaries. Some 
thoughts of Dr. Owen's, in his treatiſe on in- 
dwelling fin, may be proper here: That | 
wie are, ſays he, at peace in our houſes, at 
reſt in our beds, that we have quiet in our 
% enjoyments, is from hence alone? we are 
beholden to this providence of obſtrücting 
„ fin, for our lives, our families, our eſtates, 
our liberties or whatſoever is or may be 
* dear to us. Some he cuts ſhort in their 

power; ſome he deprives of the inſtruments 
< whereby alone they can work; ſome he 
prevents of their deſired opportunities, or 
* diverts by other objects for their luſts; and 
* oftentimes cauſeth hem to oo them 


| « 
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« among themſelves, one upon another.” 
Thus Chriſt rules in the midſt of his and his 
Propee's enemies. But it is the exerciſe of 
is ſpiritual authority I would now a little con- 
ſider. . And this he diſplays when he caſts 
down imaginations, and every thing that ex- 
alteth itſelf againſt the knowledge of God, 
and brings into captivity every thought to the 
obedience. of Chriſt . As the ſovereign of 
hearts, he makes people willing in the day of 
his power J. He gives laws. to bis ſubjedts. 
Before he was taken up to the right hand of 
God, he gave commandments to his apoſtles.||. 
We are exhorted to fulfil the law of Chriſt T. 
Bear ye one another's/burdens, and fo. fulfii 
the law of Chriſt, He pardons their fins . 
The Son of man hath power to forgive fins; 
And he will give a gracious, a glorious, and 
an eternal reward to all his faithful followers. 
Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give 
thee a crown of liſe “x. no Rt; 
But it is high time to give an account of 
ſome ſpecial benefits, which are and ſhall be 
beſtowed upon the ranſomed of the Lord in 
time and to all eternity, through the media- 
tion of Chriſt Jeſus, and which we ought to 
be well acquainted with. And that which firſt 
preſents itſelf to us, is union with Chriſt. 
There is a real, though inexplicable oneneſs 
between Chriſt and his members. I in them, 
ſays be I; and they are faid to be in him &. 
But of him ye are in Chriſt Jeſus. This union, 
though it is not with che eſſence of Chriſt, yet 


*'2 Cor. x. 5, FI Pfal. cx. g. Ati. 2. 
1 Gal. vi. 2. * Matt. ix, 6. Rev. ii. 10. 


I John xvii, 2g. $$ 1 Cor. i. go. 
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it is more than an ideal or morab union; Ii 


is ſuch a conjunction of the ſoul with Chriſt, 
as ſecures all, needful'grace here, and eternal 
glory hereafter. By virtue of this union it is, 
that becauſe he lives, his people ſnall live al ſo *. 
So long as there is liſe and grace in Chriſt, 
they ſhall never die. He is the head from 
which his whole body receives ſupplies, which 
will effectually ſecure SO member n. 
everlaſting de ruttion 
WMWe are mdebted — Adorable FOR a 
for eſſectual calling. It is a ſpiritual 1 
in Chriſt, which is beſtowed upon true C 
tians ; and, indeed; it is attributed + him by 
St. Paul f ; Among whom ye alſo are the 
called of Chriſt 'Jefus. This internal call in- 
cludes in it, repentance towards God, a wy 
Kith in Chriſt, wich the ſandtifcatibn of all 
= and facultics of the ſoul. When a 
is favoured: with this call, an univerſal. 
—— 22 er and | 
; affeQions of the called 
__ Juſtification is a benefit erde Chari | 
Being juſtified freely by his grace, though 
the redemption which is in Chrift;|; and 'the _ 
apoſtle fays q, Being juſtified by lis blood, we 
fall be faved — — through him. Fhis 
juſtification includes the pardon of fm, and 
the mpuration of Chriſt's perfect obedience, 
who was made ſin for his people; that they 
might be made the righteouſneſs of God in 
bim. St. Paul reed for his acceptance 
r 8 
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ing mine own righteouſneſs which is of the 
law, but that which is through the faith of 
Adoption, which is God's taking perſons 
into the number of his children and under 
his fatherly care and protection, beſtowing 
upon them the rich communications of his 
Spirit, and indulging them with all the privi- 
leges of the ſons of God, is for the ſake of 
Chriſt“: Having predeſtinated us unto the 


adoption of children by Jeſus Chriſt to him- 
ſelf, according to the good pleaſure of his 


The parifying influences of the divine Spi- 


rit, whereby real Chriſtians are ſanctified and 


made meet for the inheritance of the ſaints in 
light, are the fruits of Chriſt's mediation 8; 


And for their ſakes I ſanctify myſelf, that they 


alſo might be ſanQified through the truth. .. 
True believers are ſometimes indulged with, 


che peace of God which paſſeth all under- 
ſtanding, which keeps their hearts and minds; 


but this moſt delightful advantage is through 


any time, this peace of God, which conſiſts in 
a: ſoul-refreſhing ſenſe of your intereſt in the 
divine favour, and in the hope of the eternal 
enjoyment of the divine preſence, and which 
12 all underſtanding, which you cannot 
fully conceive of, ſufficiently value, nor juſtly 
repreſent? If you have this peace keeping 


| your mind calm and ſerene, ſecuring - you 


om complying with ſurrounding temptations 
and ſinking under the (troubles of life, adore 
. the 


1 9 ] 
the Prince of. peace, 1 whom this bel 
ſedneſo! is beſtowed upon | 
- Perſeverance in the hriſtian life, amidft 
all the perils which are thickly ſpread over 
this finful and wretched world, is owing to the 
gracious interpoſition of Chriſt in the Chriſ- 
tian's favour *; And I give unto them eternal 
life, and they ſhall never pn. u ſhall 
pluck them out of my hand. 
be faithful ſervants of God are indebted 
to the Lord of life and glory for an entrance 
into his everlaſting kingdom. Had it not been 
for him, inſtead of the narrow way, thete would 
have been no way that leads to eternal life. 
. The bleſſed Redeemer, on account of what 
: 775 has done and ſuffered, claims heaven for 
his people, as a juſt debt due to bimſelf I. 
er, I will, * thoſe alſo whom thou haſt 
= me, be with me where 1 am, that 7 
may behold glory.⸗- 
The feos hhnighty arm which brought fal. 
vation will put che crown of glory on the head 
of the victorious ſaint : and we may obſerve, 
that the ranſomed of the Lord in heaven, with 
the moſt affectionate gratitude celebrate the 
-e of Chriſt; for bringing them there. 
The reſurrection at the laſt day, and that 
bappy change which will take place in the 
bodies of thoſe who died in the Lord, will be 
effected by the power and grace of him who 
is mighty to ſave 1; who will change our vile 
body, that it may be faſhioned like unto his 


glorious body, according to the working 
whereby 


* * 28. f John xvii. 94. 2 Tim. iv. 8. 
Rev. v. , 10. 17 Phil, A 21. | 


1 
whereby poke. even to ſubdue. all | things 
unto himſelf. | Ab-! 


To cloſe this head, I wauld only 140 that 
the final and inconceivable. happineſs of the 
ſaints, which will endure as long as there is 2 
God to make them happy, will be for the Jake | 
of Chriſt * ; But the giſt of God is eternal | 
life, through Jeſus: Chril our Lord. 

Having thus given you a view of the 
ſon and offices of Chriſt, and ſome of the be- 
nefits Which 8 on. bis erg 

le, I Peda 
7015 To ok out the wing, kde 
Chriſt, which is knowledge attended with a 
ſpecial appropriation of Chriſt to the foul. 

The knowledge, ſays St. Paul, of: Chriſt ens 
hy Lord. | 
A man may be ee vich al the fore- | 
mentioned things, and yet be a' ſtranger; to 

Chriſt, and have no * in the bleſſings 
which reſult from his mediation. Dia- 
bolical ſpirits bave a deep inſight into clinic 
truths; they know them, and 2 them: 
and many an unſanktified man is ſtored with 

evangelical knowledge. But this may be uf 
no other uſe than to ſwell his pride, /increaſe 
his guilt, and add to the weight of his final 
ſentence in the great day of retribution, ; If 
the mere knowledge of — truths could 
procure ſalvation, the way to heaven would 
th much more populous than it is; for men 
are more inclined to furniſh their minds with 
knowledge, than to live and wall as becomes 
bas WY” of Chriſt. 


© Rom, vi. 2g- 


L 4 J 


I may moreover venture to affirm, that 
Chriſtian knowledge, wich @ mere external 
conformity to the duties of religion, will not 
bring a man to heaven. A man may do much, 
and know more, and yet be unacquainted with 


that faith which is of the operation of God. 
Which works by love, and putifies the heart. 
True religion is deeply rooted in the foul, and 
r and 
| ſhould a man have all knowledge; and all faith, 
without this, they will profit him nothing. 

The knowledge: which the apo dle bad af | 
Chriſt, and which he intended in my text, I 
apprehend includes hearty affekon for him, 
firm dependarice upon him, with a fincere de- 
fire to do his will and to be transformed into 
bis likeneſs; | Whoever is thus acquainted/with 
Chriſt — ſhall enjoy him [for ever in 
Henn. 40 boon be ee bran 
The followin . I :appectadit are in- 
cluded in 4he ſaving 122 e of Chriſt, o 
highly pas apoſtle, * call it r 
ertriney of the ene _ Chriſt . 
pom ge 7 ns N 

1. The cid is e 0 „ Menfibbe of 
the abſolute need he ſtands in of àn inte reſt in 
Chriſt. As a man almoſt ſtarved,: knows that 
he wants food; as a man under ſentenc of 
condemnation, knows that he Munts a pardon; 
fo an enlighiened convinced ſinner knuos that 
he muſt be for ever undone, unteſs he is fountl 
in Chriſt. He knows that he is under the 
curſe of a broken law, he dreads the ven- 
geance of an offended God, and is perſuaded 
"_ Jeſus is the only deliverer from the wrath 
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to come, and he therefore cannot be fatisfied 
without ſome comfortable hope of a ſhare in 
the bleſſed fruits of his mediation. His cry is, 
Lord fave or I periſh. Now behold he prays, 
and as his fears increaſe, he prays the more 
earneſtly.” Though Chriſt an adde were 
little to him before, now nothing in the world 
can give him ſatisfation but an'hope of 'par- 
don. The anxiety and fervour of ſuch an one 
as this may be repreſented” by the condutt'of 
ps Jailor we read of in Acts xvi. 29, go; He 
ſprang in, and came trembling, and fell down 
before Paul and Silas, wv; laid, Sirs, what 
muſt I do to be'faved ?. 

- 2. He has an unuſual fight 15 thi excellency 
and ſufficiency of Chriſt as a Saviour. He is 
convinced that in him is a fulneſs of righte- 
'ouſneſs and ſtrength, that he is juſt ſuch a 
friend as he ſtands in need of, one capable of 
making him comfortable bere) and happy to 
eternity. In his view he is the moſt amia- 
ble objef in heaven and on earth, a pearl ſo 
rich that he would gladly part with all that 
he might call him his own, and ſay with pro- 
priety and truth, This 1 is my beloved, and this 
1 my friend. 

3: He has ſome acquaintance with his ey 
3 a little hope that he is willing to accept of 
bim, notwithſtanding he is in himſelf a vile 
thell-deſerving ſinner. This doubtleſs St. Paul 
had, or he would not have fo extolled nor ſo 
affettionately ſet forth the excellency of the 
knowledge of Obriſt. He knew that there 
vas liberty for ſinners, weary and heavy laden, 
to o go to him for peace and reſt, and chat who- 

ever 


- ever did ſhould meet with a maſt hearty wel-- 


come. Unleſs a perſon has ſome perſuaſion 
of the grace of our Lord - Jeſus "Chriſt; his 


knowledge of bim vill not be attended with 


love, or do him any good. But it appears to 
him an undoubted truth, that he is both able 
and willing to ſave to the very uttermoſt all 
that come unto God by him. Hereupon 
4. He accepts of Chriſt as his Lord and 
Saviour; and though perhaps he cannot enſoỹ 
the full ſweets of propriety, and ſay with the 

moſt pleaſing aſſurance, My Lord; yet he can 
ſay, My Lord, as he is the object of his moſt 
deliberate choice, the foundation of his 
and che ruler and governor of his heart and 
actions. Herein differs the ſaving knowledge 
of Chriſt from that which is merely notional, 
and found with graceleſs perſons. Theſe may 
like to ſpeculate on Chriſt, to underſtand 
many things relating to him, to converſe about 
him, and diſpute for him, when they neither 
heartily truſt him as a Saviour, nor humbly - 
ſubmit to him as their Lord and lawgivet. 
But the Chriſtian indeed feels himſelf weary; 
and goes to him that he may find reſt for his 
ſoul; he ſees himſelf in danger, and flies to 

him for ſafety, that he may be ſheltered. from 
that ſtorm of divine fury which will ſhortly 
fall on the guilty heads of all chriſtleſs impe- 
nitent ſinners. Moreover, 

5. The Chriſtian indeed not only wants to 
| know ſomething of che perſon of Chriſt, and 
the myſteries of grace and ſalvation by him, 
but to be well furniſhed with the knowledge of 
his will with reſpect to his duty to God. hs 
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moſt fincere language is, What 1 know not, 
that do thou teach me! Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do ?, Order my ſteps according to 
thy word, teach me thy way, and lead me in 
thy truth, and enable me to walk therein to 
the end of my life. May 1 be thy humble, 
obedient; and faithful ſervant on earth, and 
when I have ſerved my generation accordin 
to the will of God, may I join the en 
men made perfeRt in heaven. 
6. And in the laſt place here. In a 5 
ſpiritual, and ſaving knowledge of Chriſt are 
mecluded fellowſhip and communion with him. 
Whatever caſt of enthufiaſm this may have 
in the view of ſome, all that they can ſay 
againſt it only proves, that they are unac- 
ö wich real vital religion. The holy 
tures and the experience of thoſe who are 
really ew confirm this truth. In Solomon's 
the church is repreſented as rs I 
fat under his ſhadow with great delight, 
his fruit” was feet to my taſte. —— 
this point out the ſpiritual intercourſe between 
Chriſt and his people? And does not St. John 
exprelsly fay'f; Truly our fellewſhip is with 
the Father, and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt? 
We receive celeſtial blefings from them, and 
hold ſpiritual and — communion 
with them. We are indulged with an earneſt 
of the inheritance of the faints in light; and 
by the manifeſtations of divine love we have 
foretaſte of eternal felieity !- gracious 
fouls who wall conſcientiouſly before God, 
droge . pet e 11 2 
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light, we have fellowſhip one Vfth another. ©; 5 


of King's College in Cambridge, knew 80 a'gre 


theſe: O be is come! he is come? O bow ſween 


« he is altogether lovely! And now 1 am ek of 
„ love. He hath raviſhed'my*ſoubwith/hieeguty 


„ball die Sex of love. Gechat you did e e 
„and feel What 1 do! Come and behold u 


« "man, more chearful than ever'you' ſaw A Health 


© ful man in the midſt of his fweeret emo? 
The Lord grant that youland'T, in the tich ee: 


rietice' of this communion wich Chriſt may quit 


thoſe who experience theſe things, count a things 


but {loſs for the! excellency* of che knowledge of 


Chriſt” Jeſus their Lord. would now 6 99 
III. Endeavour to ſet forth the ſuperior e 


lency of the Knowledge of Chriſt Jeu. 


And its eminence appears from the eftimation-of  - | 
the apoſtle; who in this caſe was an infalliblequdge. 
He could appropriate many things to himſfbif wen 
were very valuable, and 5 pours conte n 
them all when compared with the kn 5 
Chriſt.” And this he did upon mature ud .. 


ge of 


That excellent man Mr. John Janeway, Fee 


= 


degree what commünion with Thriſt is; fora titles - 
before his death he broke out in ieh 'worts N 
<«: How glorious is the bleſſed Jeſus!” How ſhall T 
„d to ſpeak the thouſandth part of his 'praiſes # 
O for words to ſet out a little of his excelleney's 
Fut it is inexprefible ! O bew excellent ori. 
«ous, and lovely is the bleſſed Jeſus! He ieee. 


— 


A 
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theſe bodies of lin and death, and in the'triaimphs  - 
of faith enter into his glory It is no wonder that 


an exaRt calculation of the value of other things: 
He preferred the knowledge of Cbriſt to the repu- 
tation of His birth, though he was of the * | 
bi | Bt; n- 
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Baniemin, an Habe, of .the; Hehreys: 10 he 
wileges of 3 church; ad, 10 all his 
and porſonab religion... 8 
„ Fbo ſuperencelleney of the, knowledge of Chriſt 
wil appear if ur compare it with the- e dark 
ing Fray, riches,; honours, and pleaſuxes. Me hes 
wan as rich as Cxeſus, his treaſures. could not a 
lim that conſolation which is found with. thole who 
base a ſaving acquaintance. with Chriſt, Money 
and p. may ſoreen a man from ſome; tem- 
evils, which- othepwiſe he would, be expoſed 
to, -butthey will ſtand him in no Read, in 155 awful 
bour.of — and dreadful day of judgment. 
' Carnalipleaſures axe very ſweet ta the ſenſitive 
wit, hut the: molt brilliant hours will be, followed 
ith//the! diſmal ſhades of , gloomy : reflettiong and 
the :blackpeſs of darkneſs for ever, I have often 
thought: of the dying words e . 
ee . thou ple 
$i 1 75 my t eeting 
erting it, whither art thou rpc 
ED ” region! Thou art all trem | 
vant penſye., Now! what 1 of thy for- 
| ,,ragh wit and burmour ! Thou. ſhalt jeſt and bg 
„gay no more!“ Had this monarch. 1 an 
acquaintahee with Chriſt with, as much eagerneſs as 
he did the delights of ſenſe, 2 ſoul would baus 
taken a more pleaſing leave of his body. 
Ive think of the eſleem of men — 10 e 
beloved upon us by our fellow creatures, what, a 
theſe to the knowledge, of Chriſt ? Were every 
tongue devoted to our praile, yet if we live and die 
1 Chriſt: our ſun, will ſet 3 in perpetual ob 
cuntey SH 3; 6117169 1852 tie 
All our mol and. religious. duties are nothing 
| whevicomgared with the knowledge of Chriſt, ts 5 
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is our duty to aim at the moſt exalted 
piety, att preſs forward towards perſettion ; hut 
when we have done all we can, we ſhould look/apþon 
ourſelves/as unprofitable ſervems; and expettfuate 
_ happineſs for che alone ſake of the blood | 
wore 93 eſu $1297" W on 

Bleſſed Paul ſough 3 with God on the 

— e ee what Chriſt had done f. a 
found in him; not having mine own righ 
which is of the law, but that which is through'y 
faith of Criſt, de rightcouſhe which is Of 
ery ines ah AWE) TS TUB (T7 e 
An Shavers gh Nice 
in excellency or. uſetuineſs o the knowled 
Chriſt; I own the knowledge of nature has its ud 
vamages, and is very pleaſing — — 

raiſes them far above many of the don ſpecits. 
They peep into a world uuknown % müftitüdes of 
their fellow inortals, and enjoy ſuch refined delight 
and ſatisfabtion as others are unacquaimed with; 
but all the acquiſitions of the moſt exahed geniuſes 
bear no more proportion to the knowledge of. Obriſt 
than an atom to the terraqueots; globe, and muſt 
be looked upon as loſs when Compared wich the ex- 
cellency of this knowledge. Such indeed: is the 


— 


ſuperior eee. the knowledge of Chriſt, wat 


| all h human ſcience Jute n ben . 
Pr „ 
Human knowledge way: lie in vaſt nee in 
an unfanctißed — many very learned 
are very wicked men; and it is ſometimes the cale, 
that thoſe who know moſt of the works: of GO 
have the leaſt perſuaſion of the reality of his exit. 
ence, and are the greateſt enemies to his word. But 
the true knowledge of Chriſt, as it is from above 
= MT We — 17 0 the, 1 of God, is 
attended 


et nai Gigs th 1 
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Forge age transforming power upon every 
heart which is the ſeat of it, or where it reſides. 40 
Human knowledge is not fo baundleſs and unfa- 
thomable as the knowledge of Chriſt. Were the 


| capacities of men more enlarged, and their lives 


drawn out to a greater length, perhaps they , would 
want more created objects to exerciſe their reaſon 
and enquiries upon: - but in Chriſt there is enough 
to feed the contemplations of the moſt exalted mind 
to the countleſs ages of eternity ; there will always 


be ide unſearchable. riches of Chriſt. /.- 75 


Human knowledge is not ſo entertaining and de: 
lighiful as the knowledge of Chriſt. A Chriſtian 
when meditating on the perſon, the offices, and 
benefits of Cbriſt, under the influences of the 


bleſſed Spirit, finds an unparallelled, ſweetneſs in | 


him. Chriſt calls his fleſh meat indeed, and his 
blood drink indeed. The doctrine of Chriſt and 
him crucified is moſt pleaſant, profitable, and de: 
lightful: to a real Chriſtian; whereas other knows 
ledge, when compared with this, is dry, buſky, and 


inſipid. When we earneſtly apply ourſelyes to the 


knowledge of Chriſt, we dig in the rich mines of 
ace, and among the ſprings of the moſt ſoul - re· 
eſhing conſolation, and at times, with joy draw 
water out of the wells of falyation./ 2 
The knowledge of Chriſt is the moſt advantage - 


ous knowledge, when it is derived from the teach- 


ings of that good Spirit which Chriſt -promiſed 


ſhould take of his things and ſhew them to his faith. 
ful followers. | Natural knowledge has often been, 
through human depravity, yery, unfriendly; to true 
religion, The world by wiſdom -knew not God. 
The preaching of the croſs was fooliſhneſs to the 
learned Greeks: And it is often the cafe, that un- 
ſanctified knowledge puffeth up. It is fuel which 


inflames pride, and tempts men to look down with 


+ _., - contempt 


-» 


contempt upon many ſacred truths and the proſeſ- 
ſors of them. They are diſinclined to believe doc- 


trines which they cannot explain, and no article 


muſt ſtand upon their creed which is not upon a2 


level with their underſtanding. .1..own. we. thould 
call no man maſter upon earth, nor give, up our 
faith to mere human authority; yet, Whatever is 
plainly revealed in the holy bible, though we can: 
not explain the myſtery which may be wrapped up 
in it, we ſhould. not refuſe our aſſent to it upon that 
account, but imitate St. Paul, who when he was upon 
a ſubject which over- reached his reaſon, and was to 
him inexplicable, inſtead of with-holding his belief 
he cries out *, O the depth of the riches. both of 
the wiſdom and knowledge of God! Ho unlearch- 
able are his judgments, and his ways paſt finding 
out! Such a diſpoſition. as this is found more or 
leſs: with all thoſe who have an experimental know- 


ledge of Chriſt, They give up their judgments 10 


the dictates of heaven, and yield up their ſouls to 
the obedience of faith, which is often, attended with 
peace. and joy in believing. And they need not 
doubt of an abundant entrance being miniſtered to 
them into the everlaſting kingdom of gur Lord qe - 
ſus Chriſt, where their e or 
ſight, and their hope for eternal enjoyment, There 
the veil. which was upon their underſtandings ſhall 
be. laid aſide, and they ſhall ſee as they: are ſeen, 
and know as they are non. 

| Lſhall now cloſe with ſome improvem 
great, noble, and moſt important ſubjed, .,,.' | - 
I. Is the Lord Jeſus Chriſt God and man in the 
ſame perſon ? I behold him as ſuch in the glaſs of 
the divine word, and think I baye: thereby made 
it evident that he is ſo. Let us then moſt heartily 
give unto this our Lord the glory due unto” his 

neee rene. 07 11-46 name, 


4+. 7 eren 
* Rom. xiii. gg. . 


Warn 
16 f 
Or: 
7 4 


| 
| 
| 
| 


— —— 


1 
4 
a 
! 
h 
o 
by 
| 
L 


— — x 
—— — 2 — 8 = 
* 


— 


"MO 
iis; gobd' fame, or of ahh part of his pro- 


4 J . 4 ' 
, 2 * 

N SS : \ 

4 = * 


He" Aueh ans wWbbery to be equal 


with ay *> Jet us not then bE*guilty of o enor- . 
— depredation as ot to e e chat 


is no ſmall” ime" to deprive a nan = 


ny, 2 the "offence muſt riſe to an amazing 
th When we d epreciate©the ſupreme excel- 


key oF OW our 168" "Milibe" got he in this 


tale ay, n 'a mam rob God? 
Let ye have robbed me- ay, like thoſe 
mentioned in the latter art I 5 "verſe, by, 
wherein have ve robbed *They think thit if 


they acknowledge Chriſt to he che moſt extellent 
creature they do him no juſtice. And I doubt 


not but they fincerel by rehend* that _— have 


clear ſtript 6 authority for this op T own 
many paſſages may * rebel e bf the — | 
volume Which Spren 3 „ 
fays himſelf, My Father is greater than I. But let 
it be confidered that in the perſon of the adorable 
Jeſus are two natures, one created and the other un- 
ted, Which I humbly think I have made appear - 


in the ning of this diſcourſe. So that thin 


which infinitely differ may be laid of him. We 
may affirm that he was born of à virgin, and as 


truly ſay that he gave birth to the univerſe: For 


by him were all things made that were made . 
O Sirs! let me intreat you not to ſuffer the con- 


deſcenſion of the Lord of glory to tempt you to 


deny him the honours which he juftl & claims. How 
ſhocking is the thought of 25 ng upon him, 


becauſe he ſtooped 1 low, as to take our nature, 


"Phil. i. 5. that 


Notwithſtanding the aut raiſed by ſome criticks to ob- 
ſcure the glory of Chriſt in chis text, he tranſlation, it is well 


known, is perfeRtly literal, nor is there any reaſon for _ 


it, but that, as it now ſtands, it is a den proof of the ete 
Godhead of __ incarnate Saviour. 
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quainted 
4 1 ue you 
are bm Nee but indeed, 
and furniſhed with that part Ich all never 
be taken from you. Manch the firuggles-of in- 
dwelling fin; and temptations which arile fvανm the 
world'and the devil, your evidences for glory may 
be clouded, and-you rae fear that you ſhall never 
arrive at the celeſtial kingdom, but depend upon it 
this ſhall not be your caſe; for when you are ready 
to fink Hike Peter, the Tefas, who has ſaid 
My ſheep ſhall never Papi, will ſtretch forth his 


hand and ſaue your.” - yd boi aged 
3. If there 15 fu rior . Kate which at- 
tend the knowledge of Chriſt, i is 


higheſt Frey. and Mages purſuit. What time, | 


ains, and money da many ſpend to acquire: the 
nowledge of tongues and ſciences, when they af. 
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have nv*emifence above his untaught neighbours. 


knowledge may make a man a fine gendem, and 


TE 
in death; for whether there be tongues they Mall 
ceaſe, ether there be knowledge it fall vaniſh 
away s. The ſi rcilious ſcholas ſhould think of 
this een Be; for as the rich will thortly be 


on a level with the por, ſo the man who is the 
moſt largely ſtored wittr human literature will ſoon 


But the knowledge of Chriſt ennobles the meaneſt 
rſon. Till let him on high, becauſe he has 
vn my name T. It affords the moſt refined 
leaſure, and is conneQted' with endleſs felicit It 
life eternal to know. Jeſus* Chriſt ||. uman 


5 5 ih to the eſteem and admiration of 
is felloy mörtals; but the experimental knowledge 
of Chfilt | changes the ſoul into his likeneſs, an 
es it for the full enjoyment of the divine pre- 
keace i in the world of glory. May the Father of 
mercies and the God of den grant, that 
grace here and endleſs peace bereafter may be mul- 
tiplied to us, . the noon uh of Jeſus our 


Lord! "Ainen 9. 8 
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